
Parallels 2.7 
Summer Reading Assignment 
Mr. Gluckman & Mr. Turkot 
 
Purchase the following book(s): (Amazon has both of them) 
 
Candide	or,	Optimism	--	Voltaire	 Note:	You	only	have	to	read	the	80	or	so	pages	of	the		

original	text	and	not	the	included	background	and	critical		
material,	if	you	choose	not	to.	

 
Publisher : W. W. Norton & Company; Third edition (April 15, 2016) 

● Language : English 
● Paperback : 280 pages 
● ISBN-10 : 0393932524 
● ISBN-13 : 978-0393932522 

 

They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein  
 

(This book is also available as an online PDF. Use this link : They Say, I Say ) 
 

● Publisher : W. W. Norton & Company; Fourth edition (June 11, 2018) 
● Language : English 
● Paperback : 352 pages 
● ISBN-10 : 0393631672 
● ISBN-13 : 978-0393631678 

 

Directions: After reading these two books, and this essay, “Man’s Nature is Evil” by Hsun  

Tzu, write an essay, no longer than three (3) pages of double spaced text,  

using the philosophy, systems, templates, structures, and guidance from They Say, I  

Say, on the following question, using passages from Candide and from “Man’s Nature is  

Evil”. 

The Question: 

● Jean-Jacques	Rousseau,	a	bitter	opponent	of	Voltaire	and	his	philosophy,	
argued	that	man	in	a	state	of	nature	was	naturally	good	-	the	“noble	savage”	
(you	might	want	to	research	this	term	for	a	deeper	understanding)	-	but	that	
he	was	corrupted	by	the	influences	of	society.	 
	

● Noble savage, in literature, an idealized concept of uncivilized man, who 
symbolizes the innate goodness of one not exposed to the corrupting influences 
of civilization.The glorification of the noble savage is a dominant theme in the 
Romantic writings of the 18th and 19th centuries, especially in the works of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. For example, Émile, ou, De l’education, 4 vol. (1762), is a 
long treatise on the corrupting influence of traditional education; the 



autobiographical Confessions (written 1765–70) reaffirms the basic tenet of 
man’s innate goodness; and Dreams of a Solitary Walker (1776–78) contains 
descriptions of nature and man’s natural response to it.	

	
	

● How	does	Voltaire’s	novel	contrast	with	this	statement,	or	support	this,	and	
do	you	agree	or	disagree	with	Rousseau’s	claim?		Be	sure	to	explain	why	and	
how,	and	support	all	claims	with	the	novel	and	by	using	Hsun	Tzu’s	essay	or		
Jean-Jacques	Rousseau’s	concept	of	the	Noble	Savage	as	either	support	for	
your	argument,	or	as	a	“naysayer”	as	described	in	They	Say,	I	Say.		 

 

 

Expectations: 

 

● Essays must use direct quotations from the primary sources of Candide and “Man’s Nature is Evil” 
and any other secondary sources that you deem useful, (i.e. something you found about the Noble 
Savage concept) to your analysis to support your argument.  

 

● You must also use a number of the templates presented in They Say, I Say, to begin, end, and move 
your essay forward. 

 

● Be sure to follow all MLA guidelines (these you can find online; OWL PERDUE is a good place to 
go), and have a title page, and a Works Cited page. (Do not just title your essay “Candide”) 

 

● Essays are expected to be in the structure as prescribed in They Say, I Say. You are delineating two 
sides of a discussion, a They Say, and an I Say, and then selecting one side to support. That way you 
are addressing a specific argument, and not simply writing into a void. Graff and Birkenstein have 
described how to do this in their book, They Say, I Say. By using their templates, and advice about 
how to position your argument and summarize the opposition’s side, use quotations for support, how 
to introduce a naysayer, saying why it matters, etc, you will be guided through this type of academic 
writing. Use as much of their advice as you can, and you will see how your essay begins to take shape, 
have forward momentum, and gain unity and power. 

 

● Essays are due on the first day of school, submitted on a Google Doc. to our Google Classroom under 
the Summer Reading Assignment post.  

 

 


